20220216 Judges 14 Samson Part 2 — The Ways of the Flesh 


Sunday we started off with the first 11 verses of chapter 14, and we saw that Samson went 
down to a vineyard in Timnah and found a woman that he wanted to take as his wife. It was 
pointed out that Samson had no business in or near a vineyard. This upset his parents who 
asked him why he couldn’t just find a woman among his own people. 


On his way down to the vineyards, he ran into a lion. The text tells us in Hebrew that “the Spirit 
of the Lord rushed upon him.” He tore the lion apart with his hands, and he went and visited 
his fiancé. You know, regardless of what comes against you, you don’t have to wait to have the 
Spirit “rush upon you”. The Spirit is right there with you and can empower you to take on ANY 
challenge that might come into your life. On the way home, he found that bees had built a nest 
in the carcass of the lion. He took the honey, and he took some home to his parents, but he 
didn’t tell them what he had done. Let’s pick up with our text right there. 


8 After some time, when he returned to get her, he turned aside to see the carcass of the lion. 
And behold, a swarm of bees and honey were in the carcass of the lion. ?He took some of it in 
his hands and went along, eating. When he came to his father and mother, he gave some to 
them, and they also ate. But he did not tell them that he had taken the honey out of the carcass 
of the lion. 7° So his father went down to the woman. And Samson gave a feast [ 7M wt mishteh 
“a drinking feast” Jthere, for young men used to do so. 4 And it happened, when they saw him, 
that they brought thirty companions to be with him. 


So, Sunday we talked about how Samson had been dedicated as a Nazirite, and here we see 
him taking one step after another in violation of his Nazirite vow. He had touched the unclean 
carcass of the lion twice, and now he was surrounded by thirty heathen companions who were 
Philistines. He was ceremonially unclean, seeking to marry a woman that was a pagan, and 
he was surrounded by thirty men who had no interest in his welfare. He was isolated with no 
one from his own godly value system. 


It is a reminder to us that we should surround ourselves with people who help us to be the very 
best version of ourselves. Doing life alone is hard enough, but doing it with people who are 
dedicated to dragging you down makes it nearly impossible. | once knew a very good guy who 
was introduced to drugs by his own brothers. He became a believer, and every time he would 
try to get off of drugs or alcohol his own brothers would work overtime to get him back on 
drugs. So, let me ask you all this. Why did they do their best to tear him down? They loved to 
see him fail. The Apostle Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 15:33, “Do not be deceived: “Evil 
company corrupts good habits.” 


It is however encouraging to know that even if a righteous person is knocked down, God’s 
Word says that he or she can get up! “For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again: 
but the wicked shall fall into mischief.” (Proverbs 24:16)l. 


12 Then Samson said to them, “Let me pose a riddle to you. If you can correctly solve and explain 
it to me within the seven days of the feast, then I will give you thirty linen garments and thirty 
changes of clothing. 13 But if you cannot explain it to me, then you shall give me thirty linen 
garments and thirty changes of clothing.” 


Samson was full of himself. He used his unusual strength for his own purposes, and now he’s 
telling a riddle to bring attention to himself and to brag about it. 


And they said to him, “Pose your riddle, that we may hear it.” 14 So he said to them: 


“Out of the eater came something to eat, 
And out of the strong came something sweet.” 


Now for three days they could not explain the riddle. 1° But it came to pass on the seventh day 
that they said to Samson’s wife, “Entice your husband, that he may explain the riddle to us, or 
else we will burn you and your father’s house with fire. Have you invited us in order to take what 


is ours? Is that not so?” 


This was not an idle threat. These guys were saying, “If we don’t figure this out, we’re going to 
burn you and your family up.” 


16 Then Samson’s wife wept on him, and said, “You only hate me! You do not love me! You have 
posed a riddle to the sons of my people, but you have not explained it to me. “And he said to 
her, “Look, | have not explained it to my father or my mother; so, should I explain it to you?” 

17 Now she had wept on him the seven days while their feast lasted. And it happened on the 
seventh day that he told her, because she pressed him so much. 


Proverbs 25:24 “It is better to live in a corner of the roof than in a house shared with a 
contentious woman.” Proverbs 27:15 “A constant dripping on a day of steady rainand a 


contentious woman are alike;” 


Then she explained the riddle to the sons of her people. 18 So the men of the city said to him on 
the seventh day before the sun went down: 


“What is sweeter than honey? 
And what is stronger than a lion?” 


And he said to them: 


“If you had not plowed with my heifer, 
You would not have solved my riddle!” 


He said that if they hadn’t messed with his wife they wouldn’t have solved the riddle. 


19 Then the Spirit of the LoRD came upon him mightily, and he went down to Ashkelon [one of 
the 5 Philistine towns] and killed thirty of their men, took their apparel, and gave the changes 
of clothing to those who had explained the riddle. So, his anger was aroused, and he went back 
up to his father’s house. 7° And Samson’s wife was given to his companion, who had been his 
best man. 


15 After a while, in the time of wheat harvest, it happened that Samson visited his wife with a 
young goat. And he said, “Let me go in to my wife, into her room.” But her father would not 
permit him to go in. ? Her father said, “I really thought that you thoroughly hated her; therefore 
| gave her to your companion. Is not her younger sister better than she? Please, take her 
instead.” 


This is kind of odd to read, but what is going on is that Samson was never given the chance to 
consummate his marriage with his wife at the end of the seven day feast. You might remember 
from chapter 14 that we read on Wednesday night, on the last night of his wedding feast, his 
companions solved his riddle and the whole party came to an end. He went out and killed 
thirty men in Ashkelon. So, after a while he came back to his father-in-law’s house to go into 
his wife. She had stayed there with mom and dad. Father-in-law would not let him go in to her 
because he had given away Samson’s wife to the best man. Instead, he offered up his younger 
daughter. 


3 And Samson said to them, “This time | shall be blameless regarding the Philistines if I harm 
them!” 4 Then Samson went and caught three hundred foxes; and he took torches, turned the 
foxes tail to tail, and put a torch between each pair of tails. > When he had set the torches on 
fire, he let the foxes go into the standing grain of the Philistines, and burned up both the shocks 
and the standing grain, as well as the vineyards and olive groves. 


On Wednesday night, one of our members pointed out that the fact that Samson said, “This 
time | will be blameless” brings attention to the fact that he had been at blame for the turmoil 
and problems that had gone on before. He knew that he had done wrong, and in fact each time 
he did something against his Nazirite vow, the text tells us that he “did not tell his parents” 
what he had done. 


ê Then the Philistines said, “Who has done this?” 


And they answered, “Samson, the son-in-law of the Timnite, because he has taken his wife and 
given her to his companion.” So, the Philistines came up and burned her and her father with fire. 


So, the Philistines are so upset over this woman and her father that they took revenge on them 
burning down their house and killing them. | think a recurring theme that we’ve seen through 


the entire story is anger. Samson was angry. The Philistines were angry. Everyone was angry. 
Anger is our fleshly natural response when we have been wronged. Yet the Bible tells us “7° Be 
ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath”. (Eph 4:6 KJV). 7° for the 
wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.” (James 1:20 NKJV) 

We need to be ruled over by God, and we are ruled by God when we allow the Holy Spirit 
within us to operate within us. We must remember that the Bible is clear to tell us that 
vengeance belongs to the Lord. It is not ours to take out on others.(Romans 12:19) 


7 Samson said to them, “Since you would do a thing like this, | will surely take revenge on you, 
and after that I will cease.” 8 So he attacked them hip and thigh with a great slaughter; then he 
went down and dwelt in the cleft of the rock of Etam. 


So again, Samson in anger turns back on them and he attacked them “hip and thigh”. | tried to 
look up the Hebrew idiom here and couldn’t come up with anything. | think it’s just saying that 
he let them have it from “top to bottom”. 


9 Now the Philistines went up, encamped in Judah, and deployed themselves against Lehi. 1° And 
the men of Judah said, “Why have you come up against us?” So, they answered, “We have come 
up to arrest Samson, to do to him as he has done to us.” #4 Then three thousand men of Judah 
went down to the cleft of the rock of Etam, and said to Samson, “Do you not know that the 
Philistines rule over us? What is this you have done to us?” And he said to them, “As they did to 
me, so | have done to them.” 72 But they said to him, “We have come down to arrest you, that 
we may deliver you into the hand of the Philistines.” Then Samson said to them, “Swear to me 
that you will not kill me yourselves.” 17 So they spoke to him, saying, “No, but we will tie you 
securely and deliver you into their hand; but we will surely not kill you.” And they bound him 
with two new ropes and brought him up from the rock. 


So now we see that Samson had gone to hide in a cave in Etam, and the Philistines went to take 
vengeance against Judah, and Judah went to find Samson to arrest him and turn him over to 
the Philistines. 


14 When he came to Lehi, the Philistines came shouting against him. Then the Spirit of the Lorp 
came mightily upon him; and the ropes that were on his arms became like flax that is burned 
with fire, and his bonds broke loose from his hands. * He found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, 
[this again violated his Nazirite vow] reached out his hand and took it, and killed a thousand 
men with it. 7 Then Samson said: 


“With the jawbone of a donkey, 
Heaps upon heaps, 

With the jawbone of a donkey 

| have slain a thousand men!” 


17 And so it was, when he had finished speaking, that he threw the jawbone from his hand, and 
called that place Ramath Lehi. [means “the hill of a jawbone”] 


18 Then he became very thirsty; so, he cried out to the Lord and said, “You have given this great 
deliverance by the hand of Your servant; and now shall | die of thirst and fall into the hand of 
the uncircumcised?” [really the first time we have heard Samon even praying ] 1° So God split 
the hollow place that is in Lehi, and water came out, and he drank; and his spirit returned, and 
he revived. Therefore, he called its name En Hakkore [spring of the one who cries out], which is 
in Lehi to this day. 7° And he judged Israel twenty years in the days of the Philistines. 


